
Woolaston Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025 at 8PM
AT WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL

PRESENT: Councillors Terina Riches (Chairman), Pete Brown, Mick Fairless, Mary Greenslade (Vice Chairman), Jeanette McElroy and Ryan Rowlands

In attendance: Gillian Orchard Preece (Parish Clerk),  DCllr J Lane

25/19	To receive Apologies for Absence.
	Apologies were received and noted from Cllr H Greenslade.

25/20	Declarations of Interest
	To receive the Councillors’ Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda. There were none.

25/21	Public Open Forum.
There were no members of the public present.  

25/22	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 13 February 2025.
The minutes of the meeting which was previously circulated to councillors were approved by the Council as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

25/23	To receive the reports from the County and District Councillor. 
	Reports were received by email from CCllr McFarling, DCllr Lane and DCllr Birch and circulated to councillors before the meeting.  There were no questions.

25/24  To receive the Parish Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s report (including the outline of updates on actions taken since the last meeting) had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.  There were no comments or questions.  

The Chairman handed the meeting to Cllr Brown, Vice Chairman of Planning and Development Control Committee

25/25	To consider and agree a response to planning applications received.
a. P0156/25/FUL | Erection of a proposed workshop and store with associated works. | Hill Farm Cottage Woolaston Woodside Glos – reply required 17.3.25
The council had no objections to the application.  

b. P0188/25/FUL | Change of use of the land for 2 holiday accommodation units, improved vehicular access and parking area | Hillside Cottage Woodside Woolaston Lydney GL15 6PB – reply required 18.3.25
Council resolved to object to the application at this stage.  A similar application was previously rejected in its original format, the application has been resubmitted with the location of the holiday units changed, however the entrance and exits have not been addressed. The council supported the comments of GCC Highways department – the proposed vehicle access is not suitable.  The council would reconsider if the applicant considered the recommendations of Highways. Council also noted that one of the supporting documents related to a property in Blakeney and not Woolaston

c. P0139/25/FUL | Erection of a steel frame workshop with associated works. | Nethercourt Netherend Woolaston Lydney Gloucestershire GL15 6NN – reply required 20.3.25
Although the building is out of context with the village surrounds, it will be set behind trees, therefore, the council had no objections to the application.

d. P0224/25/FUL | Erection of a single storey rear extension | 48 Severn View Road Woolaston Lydney Gloucestershire GL15 6NP – reply required 28.3.25
The council no objections to the application.  			Action: Clerk to respond to FODDC

25/26	To note any urgent planning applications received since publication of agenda
	A late notification was received which council resolved to consider at the current meeting.  
a. P0267/25/PJ14PA | Prior Approval for the Installation of 194 roof mounted solar PV modules. | Reecer Space Ashwell Grange Lodge Stroat Chepstow NP16 7LS

The council had no objections to the application.  			Action: Clerk to respond to FODDC

25/27	To note Planning Decisions taken by FODDC in February 2025
a. P0074/24/DISCON | Discharge of conditions 05 (drainage scheme), 08 (internal and external lighting), 09 (hard and soft landscaping) and 10 (details of car parking and cycle storage) relating to planning permission P0964/23/FUL. | Garfield Brookend Woolaston Lydney Gloucestershire GL15 6PW – granted permission 20.2.25

The above planning decision was noted.

25/28	To discuss planning correspondence/ Other issues
a. The Clerk has not received a response from Severn Trent Water (STW) regarding the inadequacy of the Sewerage Pumping Station in the parish.  

b. The Clerk has received an email from residents along Netherend concerned about the amount of raw sewage that runs along the path during periods of bad weather.  Council resolved to contact STW again to highlight the issue.  With additional housing and buildings, the already inadequate system means the overflow will get worse. 
		Action: Clerk to contact Severn Trent Water and residents

c. Council discussed the response from Mr D Ashley from the Environment Agency, responding to the Parish Council’s request to meet with residents. Council resolved to contact other authorities (e.g. Severn Trent Water, Environmental Health) as suggested and invite them to a meeting of residents to be chaired by the Parish Council Chairman. 			Action: Clerk to liaise with Chairman and contact relevant authorities

Cllr Brown handed the meeting back to the Parish Council Chairman

25/29	To consider the following matters:
a. Policing Issues.  
i. The council noted that the crime statistics can be accessed by the following link (Lydney | Police.uk (www.police.uk). The Vice Chairman spoke to the local PCSO and made her aware of young people riding electric scooters in the village.  
ii. The council expressed concern about the reports of Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s(OPCC) proposed cuts to Neighbourhood Policing in Forest of Dean.  Although there has not been official notification, there is a lot of media information about the cuts.  Council resolved to write to District Councillor Nick Evans (the Deputy Police Commissioner) for more information.
  	Action: Clerk to write to Cllr Evans
 
b. Highways and Footpaths. 
i. PWO21/PWO27.   Council received confirmation from the PROW Officer that one landowner has accepted that the Restricted Byway and Public Footpath runs across their land, and the other has agreed to the installation of a stile in the wooden fence line.  It is hopeful that the stie can be installed in the near future and this section of PROW will be accessible again

c. Maintenance.  There were no issues to note.
		 
d. Churchyard and Cemetery.  
i. Council noted that responsibility for levelling of graves lies with the parish council (the burial authority).
ii. The Cemetery Working Group has received the report from the Clerk outlining the regulations for issuing an Exclusive Right of Burial deed and the need for it to be held for future burials, memorial installations and inscriptions.  The report also contains a proposal for increased cemetery charges.  The Working group will meet to discuss all the implications as a result of the report and feed back to members at the next full council meeting.  
Action: Cemetery Working Group to discuss report and report at next meeting.  

25/30	Financial Matters
a. The council resolved to approve the schedule of accounts for payment in March 2025 and note receipts and payments since the last meeting. Payments will be made online or by direct debit.  

b. The council resolved to receive and note the financial report (including the Summary of Receipts and Payments and Earmarked Reserves and to approve the Bank Reconciliation as at 28 February 2025. 

c. Council resolved to note the following virement of funds 
i.     from the Deposit account (£6,000) to the Current account to cover payments for March 2025.
ii.     transfer of monies within the Deposit account Earmarked Reserves for Election Costs (£200), Office  
       Equipment (£50) and Defibrillator (£100).

d. Council resolved to approve the change of Clerk’s mobile phone provider from EE (£10) to Giff Gaff (£6) with effect from 1 Apr 2025.

e. Council resolved to approve migration from Microsoft Business 365 (£58 plus VAT per year) to Parish Online Workplace (£48 plus VAT per year), following Clerk investigation into the feasibility and cost. As the Parish Council already use Parish Online for its website and emails, council agreed to the transfer the hosting of the old parish council domain (Woolaston.org.uk) from IONOS to Parish Online (at £25 plus VAT)for ease of administration as it will all be with the same provider.  This will include forwarding of emails from the old account.    It is recommended that the council retain the domain to prevent potential fraudulent use. Council resolved to approve that the Clerk take action to migrate to Parish Online Workplace (Workdrive).
Action: Clerk to investigate migration and take action as necessary
	
25/31	Correspondence
A list of correspondence has been circulated to members prior to the meeting. The following items were highlighted for discussion / resolution.
 
a. The clerk reminded Council of GAPTC’s EGM on Tuesday 18 March 2025.  Although the clerk has already submitted its response to the motions, councillors are encouraged to attend the meeting (via Zoom). .  

25/32	To Consider Other Matters
a. VE Day 80 Commemoration It was resolved to arrange for a small Lantern to be lit outside the Memorial Hall at 9.30 pm by a young member of the public on Thu 8 May 2025.  The Annual Parish Council Annual Meeting will commence at 1930. Residents will be invited to the Memorial Hall for light refreshments at 9pm and watch the Lantern Lighting Ceremony at 9.30pm.  Residents will also be invited to hold their own individual tributes.  It was confirmed that there would not be an annual picnic as it is close to the annual carnival.  

b. Grass Keep.  The clerk has contacted Mr Bailey who confirmed that he has been maintaining the Grass Keep and using it to take bales of hay each year.  Council resolved to note that checks of historic minutes and documentation show that the Grass Keep belongs to the people of the Parish with the Parish Council as custodian trustees responsible for managing the land.  In order to ensure the best interests of the parish the Parish Council resolved to reinstate the procedure to invite tenders to maintain the land.  The income will be ringfenced and used to fund parish events.  The Clerk will write to Mr Bailey to thank him for maintaining the land.  Councillors are asked to research potential income for agricultural land; the clerk will prepare tender documents to suit the land and report back at the next meeting.
Action: Clerk to contact Mr Bailey and provide Tender documentation/ 
Councillors to research potential income, and information for agreement

c. GRCC Vibrant Village of the Year.  Cllr McElroy report that she and Cllr M Greenslade had met to consider the parish submission.  Woolaston fit the criteria (within Gloucestershire with a parish council and less than 5000 residents).  There are cash prizes and a closing date 30 Apr 25.  There are four categories of which it is planned to enter three of them (includes Community led health and wellbeing, climate and environment, inclusive community).  There is also a volunteer of the year award – for someone who goes over and above that expected and deserves recognition.    Cllr McElroy will complete the form with Cllrs M Greenslade and Rowlands and forward to councillors for further review . 	 	Action: Cllr McElroy

25/33.	Risk Assessment.   	
	The sign for the rope swing was removed but is now replaced.  The council asked the clerk to thank Roger Preece who made and fitted the new stake/sign.  There are no further changes.  

25/34	To receive councillors’ local reports and note matters for the agenda for the next meeting. 
Matters for the next agenda include
a. Meeting with the Environment Agency
b. Cemetery ERB procedure and increased charges
c. VE Day 80 celebrations
d. Grazing licence for the Grass Keep
e. Vibrant village of the Year

25/35	Date of Next Meetings.   
a. The next Full Council Meeting will be held at 8pm on Thursday 10 April 2025.
b. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 8pm on Thursday 17 April 2025.  The format will be the same as last year asking local groups to attend.  The School Parents and Teachers Association will be invited to attend and (if they wish) report on their organisation’s activities over the last 12 months.
Action: Clerk to advertise and invite groups to participate
       

The Chairman closed the meeting at 2120



Signed: ……………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………….
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